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NEWS L E T T E Re

What a roller coaster of 
a year we have had.  
We are so proud of our 

students for the way they have 
conducted themselves during 
what has been at times a very 
stressful year.  As throughout this 
very unusual and difficult year, 
they faced each situation with 
maturity and resilience.  As we 
head to the last weeks of school 
I understand that parents may 
be disappointed with the current 
school end of year arrangements. 
While I do empathise with 
parent disappointment please 
be understanding and remember 
we are all trying to make the very 
best of a situation we have been 
dealt through no fault of anyone.  
Health directive of COVID-19 
Pandemic. We are now in Stage 5 
of the Roadmap.
 (https://www.covid19.qld.
gov.au/governmentact ions/
roadmap-to-easing-queenslands-
restrictions#_stage-5).
Cooroy State School has 
undertaken in planning end of 
school year events that they are in 
accordance within the Operating 
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Guidelines for Queensland State 
Schools which were updated 
17/11/20 to align with the Stage 
5 Roadmap to Easing Restrictions 
for Queensland  https://qed.
qld.gov.au/about-us/news-and-
media/novel-coronavirus/covid-
19-operating-guidelines-for-
queensland-state-schools and 
Queensland Health Directives 
which are readily available for the 
public to access. 
Physical distancing within schools
Schools will ensure staff, parents 
and other adult visitors maintain 
1.5 metres physical distance in 
line with Stage 5 restrictions. 
Local measures can be put in 
place to limit gathering of adults 
before or after school, in the car 
park, at drop-off and pick-up 
time, outside classrooms or at 
the school gate.



School functions
   If functions are to be held at a business or organisation not covered 
by an approved COVID Safe Industry Plan, including in a school venue, 
the principal must ensure that an Event Checklist for Schools has been 
completed. This includes the requirement for all participants’ details 
to be captured for contact tracing purposes. In considering maximum 
numbers for school functions, the occupant density restrictions of one 
person per 2m2 must be adhered to. 
When calculating the capacity of our Cooroy State School hall for events 
such as assemblies and functions we are required to allow for our 480 
students to be safely seated to comply with the Building Fire Safety 
obligations. Any adults including our staff are required to be calculated 
at 2 m2 per person for occupant density restrictions. Due to the size of 
our school hall we unfortunately are unable to allow parents to attend 
this function as the hall is at capacity with current staff and student 
numbers. 
   The end of year concert is an opportunity for our students to 
participate in this yearly event but it is also critical that as a school we 
ensure the safety of everyone and comply with Queensland Health and 
Departmental Operating Guidelines.
   • At this stage there are some changes how the school will operate on 
a day to day basis.  Parents will be allowed on the school grounds but 
must socially distance and follow COVID-19 safe protocols.  Parents will 
not be allowed in classrooms.  
   • Report Cards are complete and will be distributed over the next 
week.  
   • Wellbeing and engagement: Michael Carr Greig will be at school on 
Friday 22nd January.  He will be running an 
   • all staff workshop from 8:30 - 10:30am; 
   • A teacher/teacher aide workshop 12.00 - 2:00pm on What Teachers 
need to know about Mental Health of Students; (Cost to other schools 
$20)
   • 5:30 - 7:00pm Parent Workshop – How to build resilient children 
–  Cost $20 

2021 Teachers and Classes: 
We will have 21 classes and 491 students in 2021.

•Prep – Mrs Betts, Mrs Barrett, Mrs Cashen
•Year 1 – Ms Van Den Berg, Mrs Beattie, Ms Deering

•Year 2 – Ms Gelhaar, Mrs Harrison, Ms Harkin
•Year 3 – Mrs Coyle, Mr Nightingale, Ms Walker (2days)

 Mr Crossland (5 days) 
•Year 4 – Mrs Underhill (2 days), Mrs Burgess (3 days), 

Mr Giblett (4 days) Mr Brown (1 day);
•Year 4/5 – Mrs Fletcher 

•Year 5 – Mrs McClean, Mr Coyle
•Year 6 – Mrs Newlyn, Mrs McAdam, Mr Spencer, Mrs Shultz

Facilities: 
Fire Hydrants – work will start over the holidays and may be complete 
but could carry over to start of the 2021 school year.  I Block and the Yr 
3/4 Playground will be repainted.  

End of Year Events:
•Swim Carnival Friday 4th 
December at NDSHS – No Parents

•Year 6 Farewell – Monday 7th 
December 9.00 - 10:30am – 
Parents by invitation and ticket. 
This event will be held at the 
school in the hall with limited 
numbers allowed.  Due to this 
attendance will be for Parents 
(124 by nomination), Staff 
(10) and Students (68) only.  
I thank you and appreciate 
your understanding as we still 
transverse this difficult time.

•Meet the Teacher – Tuesday 8th 
December 2.00 - 2.50pm
This is for students only other 
than parents of new Prep or 
new students who may attend.  
However they must follow 
COVID-19 safe protocols;

•Prep Parent Information 
Session Tuesday 8th December – 
Hall 3:00 - 4:00pm

•EPIC – 9th December P - 3 
Morning 9:00 – 10:30am;
 Year 4 - 6 11:30am - 1:00pm These 
are significant and meaningful 
days, and allowing parents 
to attend with their children 
can set the tone for a long and 
positive engagement with their 
child’s education and the school 
community.  As a school we will 
endeavour to support parent 
interaction over the last weeks 
of school and respectfully ask for 
parent understanding that we 
must keep out students and staff 
safe in these uncertain times.  In 
addition, preparations for the 
start of the 2021 school year 
are underway, with our school 
planning how to welcome their 
new cohort of students and the 



parents who may wish to escort 
them onto school grounds. Our 
school will review plans for the 
2021 school year to reflect the 
easing of restrictions announced 
by the Premier last week which 
enables more parents and carers 
to accompany their children 
to school if desired.  Further 
information will be distributed as 
it becomes available. The school 
has the requirement to keep a list 
of all adults on school sites.  As 
such all parents who come on the 
school ground must sign in at the 
office and sign a declaration that 
they have not travelled in COVID 
at risk areas, and do not have a 
fever or flu like symptoms.  

P&C: 
   Thank you to the P&C for their 
generous support of our school 
into 2021.  It is wonderful to 
have such a group of people who 
work so diligently to ensure our 
children receive the many things 
the P&C provides.  Items such as 
the Student Resource, Upgrade 
to AV equipment and Learning 
Technologies, Year 6 Farewell, 
Painting of Year 1/Prep cement 
areas, PBL Support, 30 Infinity 
Laptops will be provided in 2021.  
As well as this $35,000 has been 
put aside as part of an ongoing 
funding program to support an 
upgrade to the school quadrangle 
These resources would not 
be possible without the P&C 
Support.

Term 4, 
2020 student free 

days
  In recognition of the efforts of 
school-based staff during the 
COVID-19 health pandemic, 
the 2020 school year will end 
early.  The last two days of the 
school year - Thursday 10 and 
Friday 11 December 2020 - will 
be designated student free days. 
Schools will be closed to all 
students and staff on these days.  

   Early in 2021 all families will be informed of the new operating 
guidelines for schools. 
    At this stage, the following will apply at the commencement of the 
2021 school year.  School will begin for all students on Wednesday, 27 
January 2021.  
•Families may come into the school if there is a need but must follow 
COVID-19 safe protocols
•Restrictions on classroom entry to families -TBA
•All adults must adhere to social distancing 1.5m apart in and around 
the school – tuckshop, uniform shop, office, etc.
•Any sick students/family member must remain away from school 
•Normal school start and finish times will apply for all year levels 
•Pick up and drop off zone processes continue as 2020
•Assemblies and school events protocols will be advised at the start of 
the New School Year 
•Changes to guidelines may occur based on the Qld Health COVID 
Guidelines
•We will continue to communicate via email if there are any COVID-19 
restrictions or easing of restrictions that may alter our ways of working 
at school.  
•If you need to meet with your child’s teacher please continue to do so 
via telephone.

Be prepared for storms: Severe storms can hit quickly and produce 
heavy rain, wind, hail, lightning and flooding. Be prepared and save 
lives. Clear gutters, remove unsecured items and monitor the school 
closures website.

Prep ENGAGEMENT 2021
Enrolments are still being taken for Prep for 2021.  It is important to 
have these enrolments done this year so that staffing can be allocated 
for 2021.  We presently have 66 Prep students enrolled so we will be 
having 3 Prep Classes in 2021.  If you still have not enrolled your child in 
Prep please do so asap as Cooroy State School is an enrolment managed 
school and we have a limit on our Prep enrolments

2021 Camps
The Year 6 Camp in 2021 will be 
to Longreach and the activities 
planned are educational and 
very exciting.  I am confident 
the children will enjoy this 
camp which is now booked for 
Week 10 Term 3, 2021 leaving 
school on Sunday 11th and 
returning on Friday 16th 
September,  I am sure our 
children will enjoy meeting 
our Western Queensland neighbours 
and in return our Outback friends will appreciate our 
visiting and supporting their economy.  As mentioned in the previous 
newsletter the itinerary will include: 
Barcaldine: Tree of Knowledge and Wanpa-rda Matilda Centre; 
Longreach:  Pastoral College, Camden Park Cattle Station, Drover’s 
Sunset Cruise on the Thompson River, QANTAS Luminescent Show, 



Royal Mail Gallop on a Cobb & Co Stage Coach, QANTAS Founders Museum and Boeing 
747, Longreach School of Distance Education, Outback Stockman’s Show;
Winton:  Australian Age of Dinosaurs Museum, Waltzing Matilda Centre;
Ilfracombe: Machinery & Heritage Museum; 
Rubyvale: Miner’s Heritage Walk-in Mine.
An information meeting for parents will be held early in Term 1, 2021.
The Year 5 Camp in 2021 will be in the last week or Term 3 to Currimundi 
Recreation Camp on Wednesday 14th to Friday 16 September.  Costs and 
further information will be advised early in 2021.   

Reminders
School ends: Wednesday 9th December 2020
School begins: Wednesday 27 January 2021

Lost Property:
There are still many jumpers, water 
bottles, hats, and other personal 
items currently on our lost property 
table (near the hall school entrance) 
so please also encourage your child to 
check for their missing items.  We realise 
that clothing is expensive for families and 
would like to give all families the chance 
to locate any missing clothing items.  

P&C:
Our P&C first meeting for 2021 will be held on Monday 22 February at 5:30pm in the Staff Room.   
Remember every time you shop at Athlete’s Foot the P&C are rewarded with a $5 donation which is put 
towards additional school resources and projects the P&C are fundraising towards. 
So don’t forget to mention Cooroy State School when anyone in your family purchases their next pair of 
shoes from Athletes Foot!

As we cast our vision forward to 2021, we will continue on a path that leads our students to achieve outstanding 
results which will give them every opportunity to be the very best version of themselves.

Richard Barrie
Principal



Year 5/6A Corn patch SUCCESS!

Before and after picking the corn produce.



Deputy Principal’s Report
2020 – What a Year! 
This year has certainly presented us with many challenges. But, in looking back on 
the year, I am incredibly impressed and proud at how resilient, determined and 
open to change our whole school community has been. 
    Our families took on the challenge of home learning, many while trying to work 
from home themselves. You embraced our new way of working and “strived to 
succeed” through very unchartered waters. I take my hat off to you!
Our students amazed us with their resilience, flexibility and commitment to 
learning. Their inventiveness, creativity and joy shone through in both the work 
they produced and PBL challenges they accepted.

   Our teachers and 
teacher aides flipped 
teaching and learning 
on its head and forged through unknown territory 
to provide the necessary curriculum to students and 
maintain good communication with all families.
Our support staff were the glue that stuck us all 
together. They diligently provided front office service 
that sometimes felt like air traffic control and went 
above and beyond to ensure that safety and hygiene 
was of the highest standard.

A big thank you to everyone!
Have a great holiday break, I look forward to seeing what 2021 brings.



A confidential telephone 
service providing professional 

counselling and support for 
parents and carers of children in 
Queensland and the Northern 

Territory.           
Call Parentline on 1300 30 1300, 
from 8am to 10pm, seven days a 
week for the cost of a local call

Domestic Violence: Women’s 
Helpline: 1800 811 811 

(24 hours/7 days) Men’s Helpline: 
1800 600 636 

(9am – midnight 7 days/week





   UNIFORM SHOP
The Uniform Shop will be open during the week before school starts in 2021 and the Wednesday and Friday 

of the first week of school.  See dates and times below.
Monday 18/01/21: 9.00 -11.00am

Wednesday 20/01/21: 3.00 - 5.00pm
Friday 22/01/21: 8.00 -10.00am

Wednesday 27/01/21: 8:00am - 8:40am
Friday 29/01/21: 8:00am-8:40am

Please email cooroyssuniforms@gmail.com regarding any queries or appointments prior to the end of the 
school year. The Qkr! app is also available for any online purchases.

Following these dates, we will advertise opening times on Facebook, or continue just by appointment, 
depending on what happens with COVID in the New Year.

eDiscovery school holiday program 
| On campus | University of the Sunshine Coast
eDiscovery Vacation Camps are for 8 to 15-year-old explorers and 
scientists to collaborate with new friends and stretch their creativity 
and innovation through robots that rock, and maps to unknown 
places. Plus we're turning STEM into STEAM as budding artists paint 
magical forests, complete with imaginary creatures. https://www.
usc.edu.au/community/schools-engagement/on-campus/ediscovery-
school-holiday-program



   Chappy NEWS

At parade recently, I thanked our lovely volunteer ‘Brigid’ for all her efforts the last few months, she has 
been a great help with students in classrooms (which also helps the teachers), assisting in the Chappy 
room during student break times, assisting other Chappy activities in the tennis courts, and help in 
general wherever she had to opportunity. Brigid has finished up with us and will be missed.  
The 4-week fun & active programs in the tennis courts for Year 5 – 6 boys & girls went well and gave me 
more ideas for activities in the future. The Chappy Pop/Rock Choir (& also Instrumental Music) will have 
to wait until 2021 when COVID restrictions are lifted further. 
Allocating certain break times for different year levels in the Chappy room has been working well and 
will continue. 
     Recently I had a chat with a staff member about the ‘5 Love Languages’ which I found very helpful a few 
years ago. It helped me understand my own love language/s & that of others. There are many testimonies 
of relationship breakthroughs through this understanding; including within marriage/partners, among 
siblings, parents with their children, among friendships & even among work colleagues etc. It consists 
of - Words of Affirmation, Quality Time, Physical Touch, Acts of Service, Gifts. If you haven’t checked it 
out I highly recommend it via 5lovelanguages.com.
    For more details on my role you can refer to the website: https://cooroyss.eq.edu.au/support-and-
resources/chaplain 
All the best for the rest of this year, Christmas, & the New Year.

Matty Bateson
 Chaplain 





Term 4 Swim lessons

Well our Year 3, 4 & 5 students have finished swim lessons for this year.
Our prep still have a couple to go. Thank you to the fantastic team of Cowan Taylor Aquatics instructors lead by Andrew 
Cowan and Georgina Taylor. The confidence and water skills of our children at Cooroy SS continues to improve each 
year under their guidance. Families can also sign their children up to join the Cooroy Dolphins Swim Club to keep 
improving swimming skills over the holiday break and into next year.

Cooroy SS Swim Carnival – It’s on!
Friday December 4th (Week 9) is the date for all the action for Year 4, 5 and 6 students.
Only students and staff are able to attend this year.

The carnival is an opportunity to finish the year with a competition between our four sports house teams as well as 
assisting in the selection of the Cooroy Swim Team to compete in next year’s Noosa District Swim Trials. Please see 
the program below for details.

Students are encouraged to get into the spirit by dressing in house team colours.
Don’t forget hats, sunscreen and water bottles as well as some loose change for the snags for lunch as the sausage 
sizzle will be fired up by Andrew Cowan once again!

This year all our students will sit in their house teams under their brand new sports house team shade tents. These 
were purchased by our P & C committee. 
A huge thanks for their support of school sport.

A big thanks also to the Cooroy Dolphin Swim Club for allowing our school to use just about all their club equipment 
to run this event including starting gun, stopwatches, tables, chairs, podium and shade tents.

  PE & SPORT NEWS

  School Holiday Camp
20-21 January 2021

Open to 8-11 & 12-14 years olds
Location: Alex Park Conference Centre, 13 Mari Street, Alexandra Headland

2 day back-to-basics camp includes:
Setting up a tent and camping out in Alex Park’s rainforest camp setting. Tents and air mattresses are provided. 

Showers and toilets are located in one of the accommodation blocks...so not entirely isolation camp!
Activity options; High/Mid/low ropes, fishing, rock climbing, archery, surf - boogie boarding, hand plane body surfing, 

beach games.
Night Activity - toasting marshmallows over the camp fire

All meals 
Limited places available 

Bus service is also included.

Camp Package Costs 
Camp including bus transfers: $255

Camp (no bus): $195
2-day participants (no overnight stay): $125 - includes lunch and morning/afternoon teas.

Steve Wilkes 0403 154 510  www.sportstuition.com.au



Contact the school if your child will 
be away or late on

5472 2100 (24/7) Qparents or
admin@cooroyss.eq.edu.au

Exercise Skin Protection -   Dr Noel Duncan
The weather is warming up!
When you head outside, think of your whole body and don't forget your skin.
It’s important to be sunsafe all year round.                                                               
However, Queensland sun in spring and summer is especially strong.

Australia has the highest rate of skin cancer in the world.                                                 
We are the sunburnt country in more ways than one!

What is skin cancer?
Our skin is made up of cells. If our skin gets overexposed to UV (ultraviolet) rays from the sun, some of the cells can 
begin to grow differently. Sometimes these altered cells keep growing and turn into dangerous skin cancers.

This doesn't mean we shouldn't play outside as sunshine is important for our health. The trick is not to get sunburnt. 
Always be sun-smart when outdoors.

Tips for protecting your skin from sun damage:
You’ve heard it before! SLIP, SLOP, SLAP AND WRAP!
• Slip on a shirt - Wear long sleeve T-shirts, long pants
• Slop on sunscreen - Before going out into the sun, use sunscreen with a Sun Protection Factor (SPF) of 30+ on all 
exposed body parts. The SPF factor means it will take 30 times longer for your skin to be damaged than without 
protection.
• Don't forget the tops of your ears.
• Use a lip balm with maximum SPF protection. 
• Apply sunscreen on cloudy days too because clouds don't block UV rays.
• Apply sunscreen more often if you're high in the mountains, in or near water, at the snow or when you're sweating 
a lot.
• Slap on a hat - wear a wide brimmed hat.
• Wrap a pair of sunglasses around your face to protect your eyes
The birthday suit you're born with is the one you're stuck with for all your life. 
It's worth looking after it.
Reference: SunSmart Victoria 


