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NEWS L E T T E Re

Education is the key for every 
single student.  The Department 
of Education’s strategy has as 
its central concept the idea of 
“every child succeeding”.  This 
is certainly a powerful concept 
and it shapes everything we do 
at Cooroy State School.  We focus 
all our actions on ensuring the 
success of every single one of our 
students.  Education opens doors, 
builds understanding of concepts 
and ideas and creates social 
connections for our everyday 
lives.  A positive attitude to 
learning and an understanding 
that learning and education are 
valuable, helps to shape the long-
term outcomes for all students.  
Attendance:
The most fundamental key 
to success of each student is 
regular attendance at school.  
Cooroy State School students are 
expected to maintain attendance 
rate above 95% at all times.  
Presently, in Term 1 we have an 
attendance of 92.1%.  Prep - 90%; 
Year 1 91.4%; Year 2 92.3%; Year 
3 91.3%; 
An attendance rate of 90% 
equates to 20 days off school per 
year, which does not allow for 
a student to reach excellence.  

Principal’s Report

Every day attendance is THE 
most important component of a 
student’s success and is expected 
of every student.
If your child will be absent on 
any school day throughout the 
year, it is vitally important that 
you notify the school as soon as 
possible.  You may notify your 
child’s absence in the following 
ways:
• Leaving a message on the 
Student Absence Line 24/7 – call 
54722100 before 9:00am
• Emailing details of the 
absence with a reason to admin@
cooroyss.eq.edu.au
• Entering as absence via an 
active QParents account.
We thank you for your cooperation 
with this important process.



School Parking & Drop off and Pick up Area and Buses

Drop-off and Pick-up:
Recently we have had many parents comment on the situation at the 
pick-up and drop-off area.  Please note that we agree with everyone’s 
concerns.  Solutions to these issues are complex and rely on a mix of 
the school’s actions, council improvements and upgrades, policing, 
state and federal government support and importantly parent and 
carer patience and understanding.  

   There are parking rules that apply around schools, especially around 
school entrances.  When using a drop-off and pick-up area you:
 • Must use the area like a quick moving taxi rank.
 • Need to move forward in the queue of vehicles 
  to the signed area.
 • Can get out of the vehicle to quickly help your 
  children to get in and out safely (once in the 
  signed area) – however must not walk away 
  from the vehicle.
 • Are only allowed 2 minutes in the signed area 
  (if you take any longer you can be fined).  If your 
  children are not ready to get straight into your 
  vehicle at pick-up time, you will need to drive 
  around the block and queue to enter the area again.
 • Should only let your children out once you have 
  pulled into the signed area (it is dangerous to let 
  them out while waiting in a queue).
 • Should teach your children to look out for your 
  vehicle and get in quickly when you pull up 
 • Must enter front in (never Reverse).

Staff Car Park:
As it is the start of the year and we have a lot of new families I would 
like to remind and inform all parents that the staff car park is for staff 
and deliveries only, not a drop-off or pick-up zone except in exceptional 
circumstances using the disabled parking.  Entering this area can put 
your child and staff at risk.  Staff must be able to access parking, which 
is very limited in the staff car park as it is, and know that their vehicle is 
safe from damage.  We recently have had a staff member’s car damaged 
through someone entering the car park to drop off a student and hit a 
staff member’s car and caused damage to a number of panels.  Please 
use the parking at the Northern End of the Oval or the parking adjacent 
to the Drop-Off, Pick-Up Zone.  

Buses:

There has recently been a change 
in bus arrival times.  There has 
been minimal impact on the bus 
departure times from Cooroy 
State School.

P&C 

The P&C Annual General 
meeting will be held on 
Monday 22/03/2021 at 5:30 
in the Resource Centre. 
Please come along and join in 
with this wonderful group of 
people who give of their time 
generously in the best interests 
of our children.  There will be an 
Asbestos Management Inservice 
for anyone intending to take on 
a P&C position at 5:00pm before 
the AGM in the Resource Centre.

Priority School Review

Cooroy State School Priority 
School Review was held in mid-
February and the Review has 
indicated the school is in a very 
good place.  The Review team, 
two internal reviews and an 
external reviewer were matched 
to the school context.  The 
review process is conducted 
over a 12 month period through 
a check back once every three 
months to ensure the school is 
receiving the support it needs.  
The Principal works with their 
supervisor, Assistant Regional 
Director (ARD) and assigned 
Senior Reviewer to develop an 
action plan that outlines the 
key improvement strategies 
the school will implement, and 
support it will receive from 
the region over the next 12 
months.  Parents, Students, 
Staff and Community Members 
were invited to give input to this 
process during the 3 day visit.  
The review had 6 Key 
Improvement Strategies 
identified.  From these strategies 



an action plan will be developed that outlines how the school will implement the strategies and the support 
the school will receive from the Region over the next 12 months.

Key improvement strategies 

 1. Document, communicate and implement precise strategies, actions and timelines 
  for the delivery of improvement in the EIA of English and wellbeing, and develop strategies 
  to measure school progress toward established targets. 
 2. Strengthen the whole-school culture of collaboration and mutual trust to positively impact 
  on student learning outcomes and staff and student wellbeing. 
 3. Continually monitor and review school curriculum planning processes and discussions 
  to ensure they forefront the Australian Curriculum and build the knowledge and capability 
  of all staff members. 
 4. Collaboratively research, identify and communicate the school’s signature 
  pedagogical approaches and support teachers to build their understanding and application 
  of the determined approaches. 
 5. Build on recent systematic approaches to resourcing to schedule instructional leadership
              time for all leaders to support the delivery of the EIA across the school. 
 6. Collaboratively develop a shared understanding of the school’s inclusive education 
  practices that genuinely support a whole-school approach for students with disability 
  and other students with diverse needs.

If you would like a copy of the Review findings please contact the office.  I am confident Cooroy State School, 
with the team we have here, and our great community support, will be able to successfully implement the 
agreed actions and ensure we will continue on a path that leads our students to achieve outstanding results 
in 2021 which will give them every opportunity to be the very best version of themselves into their future.

2021 Camps

The Year 6 Camp in 2021 will be to Longreach and the activities planned are educational and very exciting.  I 
am confident the children will enjoy this camp which is now booked for Week 10 Term 3, 2021 leaving school 
on Sunday 12th and returning on Friday 17th September.  I am sure our children will enjoy meeting our 
Western Queensland neighbours and in return our Outback friends will appreciate our visiting and supporting 
their economy.  We have managed to keep the costs to $800 for each student.  This is based on 75 students 
attending which is the number of students who have paid a non-refundable deposit.  If this number were to 
drop below this number there may be a slight increase in this cost.
An information meeting for parents was held on Tuesday 9th March at 3:00pm.  A further session will he held 
for parents who are unable to attend this session.
The Year 5 Camp in 2021 will be in the last week of Term 3 to Currimundi Recreation Camp on Wednesday 
15th to Friday 17th September.  We have managed to keep costs at $200 per student and further information 
will be advised early in 2021.   

Reminders
Parent – Teacher Information - Due to the ongoing COVID-19 situation this year Parent Information will be 
processed through email from the class teachers and Interviews will be held by phone through request.  
Thank you for your understanding.

COVID – 19 Reminder 

Thank you so much for your continued patience and understanding as we adapt to the COVID-19 changes 
and challenges for 2021.  
As mentioned in previous correspondence the following is the new updated information regarding COVID-19 
restrictions. 
• There is no need to obtain parents’ and carers’ contact details, as these are already recorded in 
OneSchool and can be used for contact tracing by Queensland Health if needed.
However, all other visitors need to adhere to COVID school visitor and sign-in arrangements.



• Parents and carers can access the school 
facilities as long as they follow the COVID safe practices 
and not enter classrooms;
• Normal school attendance arrangements 
apply. If a student is unwell, they must not attend 
school. As advised by Queensland Health and the Chief 
Health Officer, anyone who develops a fever, cough, 
sore throat or shortness of breath should contact their 
doctor or call 13HEALTH (13 43 25 84) and get tested. 
While the new normal allows us to go about our daily 
lives without too much adjustment, we all know the 
situation can change rapidly. Make sure you stay 
informed as the restrictions may change based on 
Queensland Health advice and the Department of 
Education guidelines. 

DOGS: 
A reminder that dogs are not permitted on the school 
grounds under any circumstance to keep all our 
children safe.  If you are walking your dog past the 
school, and especially the pick-up zone, please ensure 
your dog is restrained and not allowed to jump on 
other people.  I thank you for your support of this 
request.

 
Richard Barrie
Principal

Children do better when they go to school all day, every day

You must:
•	 Enrol	your	child	at	school
•	 Send	your	child	to	school	

every day
•	 If	your	child	is	away	from	

school,	make	sure	you	tell	
the	school.

Every day counts
Is your child at school today?
www.education.qld.gov.au/everydaycounts

12
02

32

Contact the school 
if your child will be away or late

 on 5472 2100 (24/7) Qparents or
admin@cooroyss.eq.edu.au



Deputy Principal’s Report
Positive Behaviour for Learning
It was very impressive this week to see the start of students’ 2nd completed 
Possum Charts entering the Possum Box. Well done to these students, this 
is a massive achievement. I am sure there are many more on their way!
As we head towards the end of Term 1
 Week 8
Learning Environments – Care for your School & Care for your Learning
• We keep rooms tidy
• We care for property
• We participate fully
• We look after our belongings
• We are responsible for our learning
• We are organised
• We have our equipment ready

 Week 9
Learning Environments – Care for Yourself & Care for Others
• We walk when in a room
• We use all equipment safely
• We use furniture appropriately
• We ask permission to leave the room
• We are only in a room when a teacher is present
• We try our best
• We follow adult directions
• We listen to others
• We raise our hand to speak
• We use polite language

 Week 10
Review and Recap
*Students should have completed their 2nd Positive Possum Chart (Brilliant) 
to be on track for Epic at the end of the Semester.

Domestic Violence: 
Women’s Helpline: 

1800 811 811 
(24 hours/7 days)
 Men’s Helpline: 

1800 600 636 
(9am – midnight 

7 days/week)



Histoires en action (Stories in action)

The year 5’s and 6’s are now immersed in their French-only language learning classroom, using the Accelerated 
Integrated Methodology (AIM). Through this approach, students learn the target vocabulary, grammar and 
syntactical skills through contextualised plays, with a strong focus on developing communicative and fluency 
skills. They then extend this learning to spontaneous classroom interactions and creative tasks. Learning is 
kinaesthetic, visual and auditory, thereby responding to a variety of learning styles. 
The classes are fast-paced with engagement in a variety of multimodal texts, songs, dances, puppets (les 
marionnettes) and drama.  It is wonderful to work with engaged students really enjoying learning to see and 
feel the language through play performances of Les Trois Petits Cochons and Comment Y Aller. 
We are so grateful, once again, to have the use of the wonderful costumes and stage sets from Mr and Mrs 
Rugins, as the children enjoy this opportunity to bring the plays to life. 
Our Year 6 students have also started to connect with exploring French as a global language, researching 
thirty-three francophone countries (where French is the country’s registered official language).  Students are 
continuing to develop their cultural awareness while reflecting on their own intercultural experiences. 

Language Perfect Online Championships

Education Perfect has announced a few changes to its programme this year, one of which is that the Language 
Perfect Online World Championships will be earlier this year, in Term 1. 

Competition starts:   Tuesday 16th March 2021 at 3pm 
Competition ends:  Tuesday 23rd March 2021 at 3pm 
www.educationperfect.com.au

Students log on to EP, using their user name (Coorfirstnamelastname) and then enter the password each 
student has set for their own EP account. Go to ‘Competitions’ and then ‘sign in’ to access the competition.
Cooroy State School students have, in the past, embraced the opportunity to earn points in the online 
competitions, both in computer lab time and at home, earning a number of participant and school placement 
awards. Due to the competition falling over assessment weeks, participation is encouraged in students’ free 
time. I am sure that the Year 6’s will once again do us proud. Bonne chance, tout le monde!

Julie McLanachan

Teacher of French

   LANGUAGES - French
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Prep C creating Grass Heads 
as part of their Science unit: Our Living World

... can’t 
wait 

to watch
 them 
grow! 



   Chappy NEWS

Hi everyone. 
   I hope you’re having a good start to the year. 
The usual reminder that Chappy Breakfast is on Wednesdays 8.00 – 8.40am at the hall with the options 
of toast with jam, honey, vegemite & or plain margarine; bananas; milo, juice or milk (until they run 
out). We have some volunteers from the local Uniting Church cheerfully serving the toast to students 
which has enabled me to get out and about with the students while they’re eating or drinking or 
just hanging out. A big thanks to Rev Ron & Gary for their help serving the toast, and also for those 
students who help pouring the drinks!
   I continue to allocate certain break times for different year levels in the Chappy Room and sometimes 
I’m out and about on the oval or handball etc for other breaks to connect with a variety of students, 
always keeping an eye out for those who need that extra support. Sometimes I assist in classrooms too 
during class times. I’m also planning for specific activities and programs to start Term 2.  
I’ve been enjoying meeting some parents around the school, hope to meet many more this year.
For more details on my role ‘providing social, emotional and other support to the school community’ 
you can refer to the website: https://cooroyss.eq.edu.au/support-and-resources/chaplain 

Chappy Matty



  Social Media



Cooroy SS Cross Country and Fun Run
Parents, carers and families are invited to watch and cheer their children in the Cooroy SS Cross Country & 
Fun Run.  Parents must follow COVID safe protocols and maintain physical distance of 1.5m.  Anyone with 
cold and flu symptoms must not attend. The date is Friday March 26 (Week 9) - further details are below. 
Students will need running shoes, hat, sunscreen and a water bottle.
The first five placegetters in the 10, 11 & 12 years events will be considered for selection in our Cooroy SS 
team depending on fitness.
The Noosa District Cross Country is scheduled for Friday May 7 (term 2 week 3).

Cross Country Program
Years 3-6    8.45am-10.45am

TIME (approx) AGE & GENDER LAPS
8:50am   Introduction, House war cries
9:00am    Marshalling for 8yrs boys & girls
9:05am 8yrs boys (born 2013)                1 short lap (600m)
9:10am 8yrs girls (born 2013)                1 short lap (600m)
9:20am 9yrs boys (born 2012)                1 short lap (600m)
9.25am 9yrs girls (born 2012)                1 short lap (600m)
9:35am 10yrs boys (born 2011)    1 long lap (750m)
9:45am 10yrs girls (born 2011)    1 long lap (750m)
9.55am 11 boys (born 2010)             2 long laps (1500m)
9.57am 11 girls (born 2010)             2 long laps (1500m)
10:15am 12yrs boys (born 2009) 2 long laps (1500m)
10:17am 12yrs girls (born 2009) 2 long laps (1500m)
10:35am          Presentations, House points, pack up, war cries

Fun Run
Prep – year 2    2.00pm-2.50pm

TIME (approx) AGE & GENDER LAPS
2:00pm Introduction, House war cries 
2:10pm Year 1                                           1 short lap (350m)
2:20am Preps                                            1 short lap (350m)

2:30am Year 2                                             1 long lap (500m)

COOROY SS CROSS COUNTRY TRAINING

(Please note that this training program was given to all Year 5 & 6 students in February)
Even a small amount of running every week will help you improve your fitness.
Aim for at least one training run each week if you play a club running sport. 
Otherwise, you will need at least three running sessions every week.

Surges (this means to increase speed to a fast run)
I don’t run very much:  
Jog 40m then surge 20m. Do this 4 times without stopping.
This is 1 lap of Cooroy SS oval line. Walk 1 lap then repeat 2 more times. 
This is 3 laps in total.

I run a lot/ I’m a good runner:  

  PE & SPORT NEWS



Jog 80m & surge for 40m. Do this 4 times without stopping.
This is 2 laps of Cooroy SS oval line. Walk 1/2 laps then repeat 2 more times.

Distance Running
I don’t run very much:  
Jog & walk 3 laps Cooroy SS oval OR jog & walk for 6 mins. (Weeks 1 & 2)
Jog & walk 5 laps Cooroy SS oval OR jog & walk for 9 mins. (Weeks 3 & 4) 

I run a lot/ I’m a good runner: 
Jog 3 laps of Cooroy SS oval or 5 mins, walk 1 minute then repeat. (Weeks 1 & 2)
Jog 6 laps Cooroy oval or jog 8 mins, include 20m surges. (Weeks 3 & 4)

Hills: (medium gradient 20-30m long)
Run hard up the hill with short strides & run back down with long strides.

I don’t run very much:  
Weeks 1 & 2 – 4, 5 or 6 runs up & down the hill with 30 secs rest between each.
Weeks 3 & 4 – 4, 5 or 6 runs up & down the hill with 15 secs rest between each.
 Rest until your breathing slows, then repeat.

I run a lot/ I’m a good runner: 
Weeks 1 & 2 – 3, 4 or 5 runs up & down the hill no stopping. Rest 1 min, repeat.
Weeks 3 & 4 - 3 runs up & down the hill no stopping. Rest 1 minute repeat twice.

Remember:
What to Eat and Drink
Take your water bottle to training! SIP water. Do not guzzle!
After training, drink 2 glasses of water slowly and
Eat a small healthy snack (eg: piece of fresh fruit)
Most of the time:
Eat foods that keep your “engine” going including plenty of meats, fish, fresh fruits, vegetable and 
wholemeal bread and rice. 
Avoid deep fried and sugar loaded foods such as chips, lollies and softdrinks.
Sleep 
Get enough! 8 -10hrs every night. You will need extra while training! 



Noosa District School Sport Trials 2020

As usual, all students attending Noosa District School Sport Trials MUST be nominated 
through their school BY THE DUE DATE. 

For District Swimming, Cross Country and Athletics Trials 
Students are selected to attend these three District Trials by competing in our Cooroy School swimming, 
cross country and athletics (track and field) carnivals.
Students qualify depending on their place in finals, their time, distance or height. 

For all other District Sports Trials
These District Trials are held AFTER school. Students qualify to attend these Trials based on age, 
experience and skill level. As schools are limited in the number of students they may nominate, Cooroy 
SS may organise a trial at school to determine which students may attend.

Nomination Process
 1. To aid in timely communication, we ask parents and carers of 10, 11 and 12 yr old students to 
complete an expression of interest form. 
Returning this form means that your son or daughter will be considered to attend the District Sport 
Selection Trials.

 2. As soon as relevant information is forwarded to schools, Cooroy SS will send a 
trial information form, consent / medical form and code of conduct form home
with students who are nominated to attend the trial. 

Conditions for Nominations:
 1. Only students turning 11yrs (Born 2009) or 12yrs (Born 2008) are eligible for the District Sport 
Trials listed below. Some sports include 10yrs (born 2010).  

 2. Students need to regularly participate in a sport at club level with a high skill level for their age. 
This is not a “come & try” session.

 3. Students must have parental permission and be nominated by Cooroy SS 
by the due date to attend any District Trial.

 4. There is a selection process at school to ensure that students have sufficient skills.

5. Parents or carers are responsible for transport to and from the Trials as well as supervision 

of their child whilst there.

Noosa District Sporting Trials – Team Sports
Congratulations to the following students who were selected in Noosa District Sporting Teams to date. 

We wish them the best of luck in the Sunshine Coast trials!
Boys Softball – Hamish F-C

Aussie Rules – Xanthe M and Tennyson C
Rugby League 12yrs – Cameron B

Rugby League 11yrs – Will McK and Archie McK
Rugby Union – Jett H



Noosa District Swim Trials
Indi P, Indee M, Tully S, Oscar B, Finley B, Matt C, Tiki H, Xanthe M and Will L recently competed at the 
Noosa District Swimming Trials at St Andrews Anglican College. 
Please read the report from Mrs Dwyer (our team manager) of our team’s performance.
   Congratulations to all our swimmers from Cooroy who showed excellent competitive spirit at the District 
Carnival, especially Indee M who missed out on a place in the District team but placed 3rd in the 100m 
Butterfly. A terrific effort and well done to all competitors. 
   A sincere thanks to our parent body who support and encourage their children as they “rise and shine” in 
the early hours of mornings to train and who are willing to step up and assist as officials at our Cooroy SS 
swim carnival.

Significant Achievements (These students placed 1st or 2nd in their age group)
Tully S - 12yrs girls 50m freestyle
Oscar B – 10yrs boys 100m Breastroke
                                      50m Backstroke, 50m Butterfly, 50m Breastroke, 50m Freestyle
Finley B - 12yrs boys 200m Breastroke, 100m Breastroke, 
                                     50m Butterfly, 50m Breastroke, 50m Freestyle

Indee M – 11yrs girls 100m butterfly (3rd)

Noosa District Team Selections
From our quality team of eight competitors Tully S, Oscar B and Finley B were selected to represent Noosa 
in the District Swim Team.

Sunshine Coast Regional Trials and Team Selections
On Wednesday March 3rd, Tully S, Finley B and Oscar B competed at the Sunshine Coast Regional Swim 
Trials. Once again, all three swam some of their best times to ensure their competitors remembered their 
names!
Tully S placed first in her heat but was just short of the qualifying time.

Both Finley and Oscar B proved that it really was worth getting up at the crack of dawn to train with 
the Cooroy Dolphin Swim Club and gained selection in the Sunshine Coast Regional Team. A HUGE 
congratulations to both boys. 
Their events are:
Finley – 50m Breaststroke, 100m Breaststroke, 200m Breaststroke
Oscar – 50m Breaststroke, 50m Freestyle

Both Oscar and Finley B will compete in the Qld State Trials on March 22-24 at the Chandler Olympic pool 
in Brisbane. WOW! What a great experience this will be!
Go get ‘em boys! Train hard and swim like fish!

Better Breakfast Ideas for Kids
(excerpt from Assoc. Prof. Gordon S. Lynch)

Often referred to as the “most important meal of the day”, breakfast is especially vital for growing children. 

And yet, research has revealed that up to one in five Aussie kids skip breakfast!
How do we address this alarming trend?
Perhaps a greater understanding of why breakfast is so important for children (and adults) may help.

Breakfast is important for kids because it can help:
* meet their daily nutritional needs including vitamins and minerals that are essential for 
  growing bones and muscles.



* improve their attention span and academic performance in the classroom.
* improve their behaviour at school because their blood sugar levels are more stable and 
  their tummies are satisfied.
* keep their weight under control and their blood cholesterol and glucose levels in check.

Some quick & easy brekkies that provide a nutritious start to the day:
* cereals (check it’s not loaded with sugar!!! Or colourings) topped with fruit and milk.
* wholegrain toast with peanut paste or banana or vegemite or avocado or baked beans.
* boiled or poached egg with toast.
* fresh fruit with natural yoghurt and/or natural muesli.
* fruit smoothie.
* a bowl of porridge with sultanas or banana.
* IF REALLY in a HURRY… at least grab a brekky bar (no chocolate on top!!).

Brekky on the run
Most families are pressed for time in the mornings scrambling to get ready for work and school. This 
shouldn’t mean brekky is sacrificed in the rush!

Having a regular nutritional breakfast sets a good example for your kids and helps them develop good 
eating habits.

Get your kids involved in making their brekky – encourage them to get their own cereal, or pour the milk 
on, or spread the vegemite, or cut the fruit….

Lock in a breakfast routine to save time – maybe put out the cereal bowls, spoons and ingredients the night 
before so you are ready for action in the morning!

Aim to be a little more adventurous on weekends and holidays – try fruit pancakes, scrambled eggs or 
omelettes with ham or tomato.

Time to “Hang Up My Whistle”
It is with mixed emotions that I am to finish my teaching career at the end of this term at Easter. Surprise, 

sadness and excitement are some of the feelings I have right now. 

From the time I walked onto the oval with my first class, I absolutely loved the feeling that teaching 
physical education and sport to children gave me.

My passion has always been to leave students with a sense of joy and achievement in being active. I 
hope I have done so at Cooroy SS. 

The teaching profession has given me opportunities to work together with, and learn from, amazing 
teachers and children alike.

PE and sport require collaboration with everyone within a school and I thank you all for the friendships 
and assistance given to me at Cooroy SS.

I want to especially thank Hillary Dwyer, Billy Magin, Vonnie Mackenzie, Annette Pearce and the team of 
teacher aides who I have worked closely with since arriving at Cooroy SS. 

I know that now is the time (as the saying goes) “to hang up my whistle, take my bat and ball, and play 
in other places”. It is at Easter, I say goodbye.
I will miss teaching and children immensely.

Yours in PE and sport,
Sandra Wright

Physical Education Teacher





LIKE TO 
LEARN THE 
BAGPIPES

NOOSA AND DISTRICT PIPE BAND 
are holding an information night and 
are offering tuition for this amazing 

instrument.

If you are ten years and over and 
interested in learning the Bagpipes, 

please contact the band ASAP.

Email:  noosapipeband@gmail.com

OR 

Phone :  Don Drysdale - 0417 722 
636 or Claire - 0419 793 102


